PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter 

Board Meeting

Lowell School in Wheaton, IL

January 11, 2003


1.  Welcome And Introductions

Gina Razum, President, called the meeting of the Greater Chicago Chapter of Penn State Alumni Association to order at 10:10am.  Those present were: 

Sally Anderson, Vice President / Social Programs

Dennis McLaughlin, Secretary

Carmen Gerdes, Alumni Admission


Kari O’Brien, Membership

Mary Beth Zlock, Scholarship

Dave Hart, Sports Programming

Charlie Carter, Immediate Past President

Ken Sherman, Member at Large

Phil Gresh, Member at Large

Ron Kochman, Member at Large

Kristen Richards, Member at Large

Lynn Forrest, guest

Colleen Danz, guest

Tiffany Gorman, guest (Greg Arnold’s representative) 

Gina welcomed everyone and the members introduced themselves.

2.   Approval of Minutes

Ken Sherman and Charlie Carter requested that three changes be made to the minutes from November 2, 2002 board meeting.  On the first page, the list of individuals present had two typos.  One was Tauffaui Wilkes had a “r” in her first name and Ken Sherman is a “Member at Large.”  The third item is on page five under New Business, Section C. Other.   The second paragraph will be removed.  Ron Koch moved that the minutes reflect the changes and Charlie Carter seconded that the minutes from the November 2, 2002 board meeting and the three changes be approved.  All were in favor. The motion passed.  The minutes will be listed on the Chapter’s website.

3.   Old Business

PSU Clothing

Gina Razum provided an update on the clothing.  Twenty sweatshirts and 41 tee shirts have been sold, which include 13 tee shirts given away at the Garden Party.  The Chapter has sold 32% of the inventory.  So far, the Chapter has recovered 35% of the cost of the clothing. The Chicago Chapter clothing is advertised in our Newsletter, on our website and at local Chapter events.  Gina will look into the possibility of a discount cost on the clothing for members.  The sweatshirts would be $25 ($30 – for non-members) and the tee shirts $12 ($15 – for non-members).  This would be another way of demonstrating the benefits of Chapter membership.  For the next meeting, Gina will do a cost analysis of these prices and share the information with the Board prior to any price changes.   


4.  Committee Reports

A. African American Alumni Organization

No report

B. Alumni Admissions

Carmen Gerdes reported that volunteers have been contacting perspective students by phone.  This spring they will be attending College Fairs.  On the evening of March 12 or 13, there will be a student Offer Reception at a hotel in the Chicago area.  The site of hotel has not been determined.  The University was inquiring about sites with minimal cost.  Phil Gresh mentioned that ITW-HiCone, Itasca, IL has a conference room that may be available.  Sally Anderson mentioned that Hyatt might be of help and Tiffany Gorman mentioned Marriott could be of assistance.  The reception involves approximately 30 individuals and includes a light food and beverage service.  Carmen will contact the University about what they had envisioned, then she will contact Phil, Sally, and Tiffany to see what is available.  The Board thought a letter should be drafted to the University expressing the Chapter’s concern about cost for events.

C. Communications

Sally Anderson reported on behalf Chris Spallino on the status of the Chapter’s Newsletter.  The Newsletter will be on hold and Chapter’s announcements will be sent by e-mail. 


D.  Membership

Gina Razum provided an update on the Chapter’s membership database.  The membership database is up and running.  Currently there are 322 names/addresses listed in the Chapter’s database.  Of those names/addresses, the Chapter knows that 228 are dues paying members.  The database is current and can be used to generate interest groups.  Gina mentioned that periodically, announcements should be e-mailed to all the Chapter members. The chairs of the different committees are urged to send out e-mail about their upcoming events. The Chapter could do this e-mail on a Bi-monthly basis to all dues paying members.  

The one postal mailing that the Chapter does, which is paid for by the University, will be sent in August.  The University provides the Chapter with a list of 2,200 alums, which covers a geographical area from Rockford, IL to South Bend, IN.  The August mailing will continue to be the Chapter membership drive.  However, the Chapter needs to determine its membership year, possibly January through December. Originally, the Chicago Chapter’s membership date was similar to the University’s calendar.  A fiscal or calendar year would be more practical for annual membership.  
Kari O’Brien reported that the database was reconciled with the help of Ken Sherman and John Wenaas.  All hard copies were reviewed and names added to the database.  There are approximately 100 names in which the Chapter cannot identify as current dues paying members.  Gina Razum proposed the motion “that everyone listed in the Chicago Chapter database be considered as current dues paying members”.  Mary Beth Zlock moved and Ron Koch seconded the motion.  All were in favor. The motion passed. 

Kari O’Brien provided a copy of a draft membership form to for the Board to review.  The draft membership form was compiled and condensed from the existing forms that the Chapter had.  Comments were provided to Kari about the draft form. The following changes were made to the form:

( Eliminate the renewal line of text under membership type

( Make checks payable to Greater Chicago Chapter of the PSUAA

( Eliminate the word Campus

( Add the word Industry

( Change the text Alumni Admissions to High School Recruiting

( Eliminate the text Young Alums

( Change Advice & Guidance (for new alums or those new in the area) to the following sentence:  Are you new to the Chicago area?  Would you like someone to contact you?

( Under the Career Networking, the Chapter needs to be very cautious about what the term conveys.  It is only guidance and referral to possible job posting boards and permission to contact an individual for career networking.   A sentence will be included on form stating the Chapter’s intent.

( Include language about the following.  Does your company have a program to match scholarship money?  Charlie Carter and Phil Gresh will develop language about corporate matching funds for the Chapter’s scholarship.  The language will be included on the membership form and inform the members of the matching fund process. 

Once the changes have been made, the draft form will be e-mail to the board members for review and comment. Once completed, Raj Gopalaswamy, Chapter web master, will post the membership form on the website. 

E.  Scholarship 

Gina Razum inquired with the Board on how Emmet Moore and Allstate are designating money to the Chapter endowment for the African American Alumni Organization’s Emmet Moore Scholarship.  Mr. Moore may be designating money to the Chicago Chapter through the PSU endowment fund.  Allstate Insurance Company has supported the Chapter and may be contributing money directly to that scholarship fund. The Chapter needs a way to track this money, possibly as a separate entry on the treasurer’s report.  Processing monies for this scholarship fund would be different from the Chapter’s scholarship. The Board wants to keep the scholarship committee responsible for the Chapter’s scholarship program, including the application process and awards.  Gina Razum will contact Tauffaui Wilkes regarding the Board’s concern. The Chapter needs further clarification on the process.  Charlie Carter will assist Tauffaui Wilkes by discussing the scholarship with Emmet Moore.  The Board would like to work with Emmet to create the scholarship through the Chapter.

Mary Beth Zlock reported on the status of the money available for the annual Chapter’s scholarship.  The Chapter’s scholarship process does not co-inside with the University’s calendar when the scholarship money is awarded.  The Office of Student Aid provides the names of possible students, however the Chapter has not received the list.  Mary Beth has a new contact person at the University, Kathy Kurtz.   She will be working with Ms. Kurtz to receive a list of students, sophomores and higher, and determine the scholarship monies the Chapter has available this year.  The University awards money in August for the upcoming school year.  The Chapter’s procedure for scholarship applicants begins in February when letters go out to candidates.  Applications are received in April and the scholarship committee evaluates them in May.  The scholarship committee provides the Board with the names of recipients. The Chapter announces the award recipients in August.  Any Board member who would be interested in reviewing and evaluating the essays written by students, please contact Mary Beth.

F.  Service 

Gina Razum reported on behalf of Jill Siegel on the Chapter’s next service event.  The Chapter will be participating in “Step Up for Kids”.  The event will be held on Sunday, February 2, 2003, at the Aon Center in downtown Chicago.   The event is hosted by K.I.D.S.S. (Kindness is Doing Something Special) for Kids, a nonprofit, volunteer organization committed to raising funds for Children’s Memorial Hospital.  Jill is looking for volunteers and anyone interested can contact her.   Also, the Chapter’s database will be use to identify members who have expressed an interest in possibly participating in a community service activity.

G. Social

Sally Anderson reported that she has found any individual in the suburb who will be planning social events. The first activity for the suburbs is on February 25th at the Fox & Hound from 5:30pm to 8:30pm. In the spring, a wine and cheese party is being planned.  The Chapter participated in the Big Ten Schools Blood Challenge 2002.  There was good turn out of alums from the different Big Ten Schools.  The Chapter’s night out at a Chicago Bulls basketball game had 24 people participating.  The PSU Happy Hour continues at Stocks & Blondes.  Happy Hour is the last Wednesday of each month.  Sally is looking to what happened at Joe’s Sports Bar for the football bowl game.  There was some confusion on the part of Joe’s, Auburn alums were upstairs and Penn State alums were in the back room.  Originally, both school were to view the football game in the same room and have free beer half hour before game and a free buffet at half time. 

Later this spring, another event is planned that includes Big Ten schools.  The summer Garden Party will be discussed at the next board meeting.  A number of suggestions were made to ensure an increase in the number of alums attending and also encourage students to attend.  The Garden Party will continue to include the freshmen sendoff.  Alums may sponsor students to attend the event.  The date for the event will be the end of July or early August.  The Chapter needs to check the University’s calendar to ensure there are no scheduling conflicts.  

H. Sports

Dave Hart reported that the men’s basketball team plays Northwestern on March 1st.   This date is a Saturday and that anyone can purchase tickets at the door.  The women’s basketball team plays Northwestern tomorrow, January 12th.   Tickets are available for that game.  Dave mentioned that Greg Arnold might be planning something this spring for the PSU baseball team when they play Northwestern.  The football bus trip for next season will be the Purdue game on Saturday, October 11, 2003.  The Chapter will have tickets for the Northwestern football game on Saturday, November 8, 2003.  Tailgating at the Northwestern football game will be done near the stadium. 


I.  Web Site

Gina Razum reported on behalf of Raj Gopalaswamy on the status of the Chicago Chapter using the University server.  There is a basic template when using the University server.  Raj will check with the University on the usage of the template, if it is mandatory or not.  Gina has found an individual who can do the design work up front, but the Chapter needs some technical help in doing the backend work to the new server.  Gina will e-mail Chapter members requesting technical assistance. 

5.  Treasurer’s Report 

Phil Gresh reported for John Wenaas and provided a copy of the Treasurer’s Report for the Board members.  The report was reviewed.  The Chapter’s Balance Sheet as of January 11, 2003 was shared.  Phil Gresh moved and Ron Koch seconded that the Treasurer’s Report dated January 11, 2003 be approved.  All were in favor. The motion passed.

6.   New Business

A. Endowed Scholarship Financial Summary

Gina Razum distributed a financial summary on the Chapter’s endowed scholarship. There are still questions about what monies are available this year for the Chapter’s annual scholarship.  Mary Beth Zlock and John Wenaas will be contacting the University for further clarification.  


B. College of Education Alumni Awards Nominations

Gina Razum provided a copy of the College of Education Alumni Awards nomination information to Mary Beth Zlock for any possible candidates.  
C. 50/50 Split Raffle

Dennis McLaughlin reported that during the PSU vs. Illinois football game, a split the pot raffle was held to support the Chapter’s scholarship fund. Tickets were $1 each or six for $5.00. The raffle provided the Chapter with $84.00 for the Scholarship fund. 

Due to the success of the first raffle a second raffle was held during the PSU/IU game at Joe’s.  The winner of this raffle won $47.  The two raffles provided $121 for the Chapter’s scholarship fund. 

D. Refrigerator Magnets

Phil Gresh discussed what the Chapter had done in the past with refrigerator magnets. In 1999, the Chapter purchased magnets.  Phil shared a few of the old magnets with the Board.  A cost breakdown for the magnets in 1999 and the current cost for the magnets was shared.  Sally Anderson had a few good suggestions on updating the information on the magnetic.  One item would definitely be the membership year for the Chapter.  Sally stated that she would work on a draft layout for the magnet for the next meeting, when the Board would finalize the information and the order would be submitted.  The magnets will be used in conjunction with the annual Chapter membership drive this fall.

F. Next Meeting 

Gina Razum shared the dates of the remaining meetings for CY 2003. The dates are March 8, May 10, July 12, September 20, and November 15.  All meetings are from 10:00am – 12:00pm.  Location of the next meeting will be determined.   

7.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis McLaughlin

Secretary
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