PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter Board
IBM in Chicago, IL.
February 2, 2002
1.  Welcome and Introduction
The meeting of the PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter was called to order by Gina Razum, Vice President, at 9:10am.  Those present were:

Charlie Carter, President

Dennis McLaughlin, Secretary

John Wenaas, Treasurer

Jill Siegel, Alumni Admissions

Akilah Couvson for Tauffaui Wilkes, African American Alumni Organization

Sally Anderson, Community Service / Social

Dave Hart, Sports

Ken Sherman, Parent-Student Interaction

Mary Beth Zlock, Scholarship

Gina Razum welcomed everyone and the agenda was shared with all.

2. Approval of Minutes
Charlie Carter moved and Sally Anderson requested that two changes be made to the minutes from the December 15, 2001 board meeting.  On page three under Community Service / Social, the second to last sentence in the first paragraph, the word “mentioning” will read as “mentoring.”  On page four under Community Service / Social, in the last paragraph, second sentence, the word “handle” will read as “handled.”  Charlie Carter moved that the minutes reflect the changes and Dave Hart seconded that the minutes from the December 15, 2001 board meeting and the two changes be approved.  All were in favor.  The motion passed.  The minutes will be listed on the Chapter’s website. 

3.  Old Business
PSU Clothing for Chapter

Gina Razum provided an update on Chapter logo clothing.  She was successful in locating a vendor.  A finished product was shown at the meeting.  She modeled a navy sweatshirt with the digitize logo.  The University crest and lettering done on the sweatshirt was impressive.  A summary sheet on the cost of the clothing, sweatshirts and t-shirts, sales and related issues was presented to the Board.  Discussion followed about the lion on the logo.  The Chapter will inquire about any infringement on the license.  There may be a fee for each piece of clothing made or a one time fee.  Ken shared with the Board his pamphlet titled  “One Step Ahead of the Logo Police.”  The license requirement may differ between PSU sports and the Alumni Association.  Ken will get back to the Board at the next meeting about license clothing.  Mary Beth Zlock requested that the Board  pursue the issue of license, so that in the future with clothing or any other article, the Chapter will know what the requirements are. Charlie Carter moved and Sally Anderson second that the clothing for the Chapter be accepted.  The motion passed.
Gina mentioned possible ways to market the clothing:

•At any Chapter function, examples of the clothing would be available.  

•The Chapter would advertise the clothing on our website and in the quarterly newsletter.  

The Chapter will keep the type of clothing basic this time.  Navy sweatshirts and gray t-shirts will be offered.   For any discount in cost for the Chapter, a bulk order is needed. Once the bulk order is placed, the Chapter needs to find a place to store the shipment.  As the merchandise is sold, the Chapter has to find a way of getting the purchased item to the member at minimal cost.  The quantity of merchandise was discussed along with the appropriate sizes.  The t-shirt will be gray with navy lettering and the sweatshirt will be navy with white lettering.  The following sizes will be ordered: 10-medium; 30-large; 50 extra-large; and 10 double extra large.  Sally Anderson moved and Dave Hart second that an order of 100 t-shirts and 100 sweatshirts be made.  The motion passed.
4.  Board Membership 

A. Alumni Admissions

Jill Siegel reported that the Offer Reception is being planned for March 3rd at the Hickory Ridge Conference Center in Lisle.  This year, the admission’s office has made arrangements for the PSU Glee Club to provide the entertainment.  The alumni admissions volunteers have been conducting a phonathon to prospective students.  This Spring, the volunteers will be visiting college fairs. 

B. African American Alumni Organization 

Akilah Couvson reported on be half of Tauffaui Wilkes about her plans.  Tauffaui has developed four goals for this year.  They are the following;

• develop a list of minority alumni in the area; 

• sponsor an event during February for Black History month and tying that in with the Offer Reception in Lisle for minority students; 

• establish a way to directly contact students at the University; this could be done in conjunction with the parent/student directory; and,

• assist Janeen Paradise in any way to help restore the membership data base. 

C.  Communications

Gina reported that Chris Spallino did a newsletter mailing to 2,055 addresses.  The newsletter was sent to dues paying Chapter members, any alum within last five years, and recent graduates.  The Chapter phone line has been checked.  The phone mail box was full.  A new message has been recorded for the Chapter phone mail box.  Chris has it all set up.  He knows how to access and maintain the phone mail box.  Chris and Raj will be working together on revamping the Chapter’s website.  Chris would like to encourage more members to provide the  Chapter with an e-mail address.  

D. Community Service / Social

Sally Anderson reported on activities that have been tentatively planned for the next three months.  A calendar was provided to the Board members.  The following activities and dates were provided:

February

2nd - Second City Comedy Club

7th - Dining out in Greek town 

23rd - Bulls vs. Golden State

27th - Happy Hours at Stocks & Blondes

March

7th - Blackhawks vs. Rangers  

10th - Blue Man Group

27th - Happy Hours at Stocks & Blondes

April

13th - Wine & Cheese Party

24th - Happy Hours at Stocks & Blondes

Anyone interested in attending any of these activities please contact Sally.

Sally mentioned that she had an individual that expressed an interest in helping Raj with our website.  She will e-mail Charlie the information.  Sally stated that she had received  an e-mail from Robyn Young.  Robyn is moving and provided Sally with information on pass chapter social events.  The Board decided that the Chapter will not sponsor an outing at the Chicago Air and Water Show this year.  The Chicago Cub baseball game is still a possible outing for the Chapter, however, the game will be later in the season, July or August.  Sally is tentatively planning a bar tour this Spring.  Sally is also looking into what is available for viewing football games this fall.  She has contacted Joe’s Bar in the North Avenue area.  The bar is accessible by the CTA Red Line (North & Clybourn) and parking is available in the area.  The Hyatt Regency Chicago, also could be a spot for viewing football games.  

Sally asked if the Board could expedite mailing labels.  Some method of efficiently mailing correspondence to club members is needed.  The information from the University will have alumni for the Chicago area, but the Chapter may have individuals who are not members of the Penn State Alumni Association.  Everyone agreed that the membership database is a priority for the Chapter.
E. Membership 

Gina Razum stated that what has already been discussed today will be followed-up. This discussion occurred earlier in the meeting.  It is placed here for continuity.  The membership data base has to be recreated.  The Chapter has hard copies of previous members and that information will be reviewed.  Also, the University may be able to supply the Chapter with a current list of alumni in the Chicago area.  An electronic copy from the University could then be used as a basis for the Chicago Chapter.  A lot of cross referencing and double checking the data is needed to ensure that the Chapter membership data is accurate.  Jill Siegel mentioned that she has offered her assistance in recreating the data base, but never heard anything from Janeen Paradise.   

Agreed - Sally Anderson will contact the University for an electronic copy of the alumni in the area.  Charlie Carter will contact Janeen Paradise about the status of the Chapter membership database.  

Ken Sherman stated that he would be available and willing to help.  Charlie Carter stated that the membership database is a priority for the Chapter.

E. Parent-Student Interaction

Ken Sherman updated the Board on the status of the student directory.  A letter went out to all the parents and students in Chicago area about this directory.  Of the approximately 163 sent, he has received 53 responses.  The responses have been very positive.  The cut off date was January 31, 2002.  He hopes to publish the directory by the end of February.  The directory will be a PDF file and e-mailed out.  A hard copy will be available to those who requested it.  Ken provided a number of suggestions to improve communications.  They included e-mailing club members with any news on a monthly or ad hoc basis and having more links on the Chapter’s web site, such as, PSU sporting events in the Chicago area.

F. Scholarship

Mary Beth Zlock reported on the status of the scholarship committee.  Letters have been mailed to perspective students for the Chapter scholarship.  Of the109 letters sent, the committee has received eight responses.  The dead line for submitting an essay is February 15, 2002.  Eligibility is to any individual who is at least a sophomore and has 2.75 GPA.  The student will submit an essay of  500 to 1,000 words addressing his/her academic endeavor, humanitarian service, and goals.  The Board had a discussion about the monies available for the scholarship.  It was concluded that the Chapter Scholarship Fund had $3,487.  The amount of money to be allocate to a single scholarship or to multiple scholarships is determined by the Scholarship Committee.  A single scholarship could be up to $2,000.  The Scholarship Committee will be meeting on March 9th to determine the recipient(s).  Mary Beth asked for additional volunteers to assist in reviewing the essays.  
The Board members agreed to review the essays and provide comments to Mary Beth.  

She will distribute them to the Board members by February 22nd.  She requested the Board Members provide their input by e-mail to her prior to the Scholarship Committee meeting on March 9th. 

G. Sports

Dave Hart reported that he had received an e-mail from an individual who expressed an interest in having the Chapter sponsor an outing at a Chicago Fire Soccer game.  He will explore the possibility.  The Chapter will be sponsoring a bus trip to the Wisconsin football game on October 5th and possibly a barbeque.  The members of the Board who attended the previous Wisconsin football game bus trip express an interest in getting the same caterer again.  Dave will look into the matter. 

H.  Treasures Report

John Wenaas provided copies of the Chapter’s Treasurer’s Report to the Board.  Also, an Itemized Balance Sheet was reviewed and discussed.  The monies for the scholarship fund was reconfirmed, $3,487.

7.  New Business
Garden Party


Gina Razum inquired that a number of Chapter members express an interest in having the garden party at their house.  Individuals who have express an interest will be contacted by a Board member.  John Wenaas will be contacting Kathy Johnson to see if she is still interested in holding the garden party at her house.  Once a site has been selected, Gina will organize and coordinate the garden party.

Beaver Stadium

John Wenaas asked if the Chapter would be interested in contributing to the brick program for the stadium.  This program is to help support the expansion of Beaver Stadium.  The Chapter did support the Jordan Center.  This is a chance for the Chicago Chapter to be recognized in supporting  the expansion of Beaver Stadium. The cost of a single brick is $1,500.   John asked that the Board members to think it over.  The item can be discussed at the next Board meeting. 

Next Meeting

The Board decided that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 16, 2002.  The site of the meeting will be either the IBM building or the Federal Reserve Bank building from 9:00am to 11:00am.

8. Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis McLaughlin

Secretary

6

