PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter Board
IBM in Chicago, IL.
October 13, 2001
1.  Welcome and Introduction
The meeting of the PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter was called to order by Gina Razum, Vice President, at 9:12am.  Those present were:

Dennis McLaughlin, Secretary

John Wenaas, Treasurer

Tauffaui Wilkes, African American Alumni Organization

Jill Siegel, Alumni Admissions

Sally Anderson, Community Service/Social/Young Alums

Janeen Paradise, Membership

Dave Hart, Sports

Ken Sherman, Guest

Chris Spallino, Guest

Kristin Edelson, Guest

Gina Razum welcomed everyone and introduced three guest to the board meeting, Ken Sherman, Chris Spallino and Kristen Edelson.  These individuals were interested in seeing how the Chapter operated and were possibly interested in helping out the Chapter.

2. Approval of Minutes
John Wenaas moved and Sally Anderson seconded that the minutes from the July 21, 2001 board meeting be approved.  The motion passed.  The minutes will be listed on the Chapters website. 

3.  Old Business
A. Bylaws Review

Gina Razum reported that Charlie Carter and Phil Gresh have been reviewing the bylaws.  They have proposed a number of changes regarding the nominating committee and the number of Members-At-Large.   The proposed changes to the Chapter bylaws were e-mailed to the Board members prior to the meeting.  John Wenaas moved and Dave Hart seconded the following changes be made to the bylaws.

Article I: NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Greater Chicago Chapter of the Penn State University Alumni Association (the Chapter).

Article IV: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1.

In addition, there may be as many as four (4) six (6) At-Large-Members on the Board.  

Article V: NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

Section 1.

The Board of Directors, at one of its regularly scheduled meetings, shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of at least three members of the Chapter.  Announcements of the Nominating Committee shall be made to the Chapter membership within 60 days. 

Section 2.

The report of the Nominating Committee shall establish a slate of officers for all available positions on the Board, by specific position, and shall be made at the next meeting or function, or its nominations shall appear in the next general mailing to Chapter members.  Additional nominations, whether for a slate of officers or individual position(s), by specific position, may be presented upon petition of ten members of the Chapter, filed with the Secretary at least thirty days prior to the Chapter meeting at which the election is to be held.  Prior to their candidacy, all candidates shall have agreed to serve if elected.

Section 3.

Elections shall be held at the next general Chapter meeting.  Those candidates receiving the largest number of votes for the open position shall be considered elected to the Board of Directors.  The term of office shall commence on August 1 of the election year.

Article XII: FISCAL YEAR

The Chapter shall operate on a fiscal year beginning on August 1 and ending on July 31 each year.

The motion was passed.  The Chapter bylaws review will be on going.

B.  PSU Clothing for Chapter

Gina Razum provided an update on Chapter logo clothing.  She has contacted a local vendor, CGA.  They are willing to design a logo for our clothing.  Discussion followed about what the logo should represent.  Gina will approach CGA about the development of a logo design for the Chapter clothing.  It is anticipated that by the next meeting, the Board could select the logo for the Chapter clothing and decided on what apparel the Chapter will market.  Examples of clothing with the logo(s) will be shared at the next meeting.

C.  PSU Garden Party

Gina reported on the outcome of the Garden Party.  Although the Garden party was held at a country club, the event was a success.  This event has incorporated the Freshman send off.  Seventy-two were in attendance which included current students from the area attending Penn State and the freshman class.   The Vice President coordinates and defines this event.  A great deal of planning went into this event to make it successful and profitable.  The Chapter would like to thank Allstate for co-sponsoring the event and providing scholarships.  The young alums had a chance to mingle with the current students and share their PSU experiences with them.  In the future, a dead line is needed to assure that the caterer knows how many will be attending the event.  The Chapter has already been approach by several different members inquiring about hosting the garden party next year.  

4.  New Business
New Board Members  


There are a number of open board positions that the Chapter needs to fill.  Three committees need a chair and individuals are needed as Member-at-Large.

Career Networking Committee Chair


Gina reported that Pete Tully has resigned his position as Chair, Career Networking Committee.  The Chapter is actively seeking someone to fill the position.  Anyone with a background in Human Resources or Career Development  would be a big plus.  The Chapter congratulates Pete and his wife on the birth of their twins.

Communication Committee Chair

The Chapter is looking for anyone interested in filling the position of Chair, Communication Committee.  The Communication Committee handles the newsletter and information for the website.  Gina or Charlie can be contacted about the position and past chairs activities.  

Parent Student Interaction Committee Chair

The Chapter is looking for anyone interested in filling the position of Chair, Parent Student Interaction Committee.  The Committee coordinates information about the Chapter to the current students from the Chicago area who attend Penn State.  The committee could possibly develop a directory of the students from the Chicago area attending Penn State.  Gina or Charlie can be contacted about the position and what past chairs have done.

Members-at-Large

There are still a number of vacancies for Members-at Large.  Currently the Board has only one Member-at-Large. There have been a few individuals you have shown interested in assisting the Board.  The Chapter bylaws now permit up to 6 Members-at-Large and this may help to recruit future leaders.  It is also a good way of  introducing new people to the Board.  The Members at-Large would be involved with a specific event and work with previous officers.

5.  Committee Reports
A.  Alumni Admissions

Jill Siegel reported that Alumni Admission Volunteer Training was held in September and an official from the University conducted the training.  The group is quite busy participating in College Fairs at different high schools.  The committee is always looking for additional volunteers.  Fall and Spring are peak times for college fairs.  In the Winter months, the volunteers conduct a  phonathon to prospective students.  Anyone interested in helping the alumni admission volunteer program, please contact Jill. 

B.  African American Alumni Organization

Tauffaui Wilkes reported  that she attended the Cultural Diversity training conference at the University. The University has implemented a new policy on Cultural Diversity for all the Colleges at the University.  Training at the University will be conducted so that all will understand what is needed to foster a climate of diversity.

C.  Community Service

Sally Anderson reported that the football viewing at Governors Pub has been positive.  The Happy Hour on the last Wednesday of each month has had a number of individuals attending.  Some of the crowd have express an interest in possibly dining out as a group.  The Penn State Glee Club has contacted Sally about an appearance in the Chicago area.  The Board was not sure if there would be an interest in the Chicago area.  The past experience of the Chapter has shown that the support was minimal.  Also the Glee Club would need transportation and housing while visiting Chicago.  The Chapter would be responsible for making arrangements with a  facility, such as a church or school,  to hold the concert.  Sally Anderson motion and Dave Hart seconded  that the Chapter donate money to offset the travel cost of the members of the Glee Club if they were traveling thru the Midwest.  The motion passed.  Sally Anderson moved and Gina Razum seconded that $150 be donated to the PSU Glee Club. The motion passed. 
Sally has been checking into the Chicago Cares Projects.  Before volunteering for Chicago Cares, those individuals interested need to participate in a one hour training program.  This group provides reading programs, food banks and other special neighborhood projects.  Anyone interested should contact Sally.  A target date of early Spring was set.  

Sally stated that she has circulated a flyer to those who may be interested in attending a tailgate for the Northwestern football game.  Football tickets at still available from the Chapter. Anyone interested in tailgating contact Sally and those who want tickets should contact Dave Hart.

The Chapter did participate in the Heart Walk in September.  However, the turnout was low.  The Social/Service will merge and the roster for the Chapter will show the group as combined.  The Board members expressed an interest in sponsoring a Chapter outing at one of the theaters in Chicago.  A block of tickets could be purchased for a production.  It was suggested that possibly do the outing as a weekend matinee, so that more members could possibly attend. 

D.  Memberships

Janeen Paradise reported that the Chapter data base had crashed. The information for the last year and half was lost.  The data will be re-entered.  The 2001-2002 membership consist of 66 individuals and 30 couples.  The rolling membership is at 145 individuals and 61 couples.  In Chicago, there are 3,000 Penn State Alum and half of those alum are life members.  With the renewal of the Chapter membership, individuals have expressed an interest in suburban activity, such as Arlington Race Track, Chicago Botanical Gardens, and Naperville Riverwalk Concerts.   Janeen did receive comments from individuals who may want to help out with Chapter activities. She will be getting that information out to the different committee chairs. Tauffaui offered her assistance to Janeen in helping to fix the data base.  Janeen graciously accepted.  

In the Chapters newsletter, there was no distinction between renewal of membership or football tickets return address. As a result, all the correspondence had to be opened and then sorted.  It was agreed that in the future when the Chapter sponsors an activity, an identifiable address is needed so that information can be readily given to the individual coordinating the activity.  

A number of individuals have inquired about the benefits being a member of the PSUAA Chicago Chapter.  The Chapter needs to promote the benefits of being a member.  This could be done by offering discounts on the cost of tickets for Chapter activities.  

E.  Scholarship

On behalf of Mary Beth Zlock, Gina provided an overview of the Chapter scholarship program to the meeting guests.  Individuals can donate directly to the Chapter or donate to the University recognizing PSUAA Chicago Chapter.

F.  Sports Programming

Dave Hart reported that there were 35 Northwestern football tickets remaining, and  66 tickets for the Illinois game on November 10th.  Anyone interested in football tickets to either game, please see Dave or John Wenaas.  The Chapter has reserved two buses for the Illinois game.  Tentatively one bus would leave from Union Station, downtown Chicago and the other bus from Oakbrook. The Chapter will not being hosting any activity with the University for the Northwestern game.        

G.  Treasures Report

John Wenaas provided copies of the Chapters Balance Sheet to the Board.  An itemized treasury report was provided by John.  He mentioned that anyone interested in football tickets to the Southern Mississippi or Indiana please contact him.  John reported that he contacted the individual who won the 1993 raffle prize and was able to resolve the matter with him.

H. Website

No report.  Gina stated that the communication committee stressed the urgency of finding a chair for the communication so that information can be distributed to the members.  

6.  Other Business

 A.  
John Wenaas stated that the Chapter should be thinking about developing a calendar of events for the upcoming year.

B.
The next quarterly Chapter Newsletter is do out in November.  The Chapter needs to find an individual interested in the communication committee chair position.  The individual will be responsible in getting information on the website and in the newsletter.  

C.
The Board decided that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 8, 2001.  The third Saturday of the odd month was too soon after this meeting.  The meeting will be held at the ITW Hi-Cone in Itasca, Illinois.   The time will be determined.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis McLaughlin

Secretary
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