PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter 

Board Meeting

IBM in Chicago, IL

November 02, 2002


1.  Welcome And Introductions

Gina Razum, the newly elected President, called the meeting of the Greater Chicago Chapter of Penn State Alumni Association to order at 9:10am.  Those present were: 

Sally Anderson, Vice President / Social Programs

Dennis McLaughlin, Secretary

Trauffaui Wilkes, African American Alumni Organization

Carmen Gerdes, Alumni Admission

Jill Siegel, Service

Mary Beth Zlock, Scholarship

Ken Sherman, Membership

Charlie Carter, Immediate Past President

Phil Gresh, Member at Large

Kari O’Brien, guest

Kristen Richards, guest

Greg Arnold, guest

Gina welcomed everyone and the members introduced themselves.

2.   Approval of Minutes

Phil Gresh moved and Charlie Carter seconded that the minutes from the July13, 2002 board meeting be approved. The motion passed.  The minutes will be listed on the Chapter’s website.

3.   Old Business

PSU Clothing

Gina Razum reported on the status of the Chapter clothing.  The Chapter has sold 22 sweatshirts and 39 t-shirts.  So far the Chapter has recovered 34% of the cost of the clothing.  Approximately a third of the inventory has been sold.  The Chicago Chapter clothing is advertise in our Newsletter and on our website and at local chapter events.  


   Garden Party 

Gina Razum provided a summary of the cost associated with 2002 Garden Party. There were 25 students and 57 alumni and guests.  This event continues to be a great opportunity for the students to network with other students.  The turnout of students and alumni has increased. However, the Chapter has to look at ways to ensure that the cost of the event is covered.  The Chapter lets students attend the event for free, while alumni and guests are charged a fee. The Chapter may ask alumni if they would be interested in sponsoring a student or two for the event.  In planning the Garden Party for 2003, ground rules will be developed by the Chapter.  The ground rules will contain protocol and procedures on how the event will be handled, including the role of the host and how to charge students, alumni and guests. 


4.  Committee Reports

A. African American Alumni Organization

Tauffaui Wilkes reported that the Greater Chicago Chapter of the PSUAA along with the African American Alumni Organization has created the Emmett Moore Scholarship in the amount of $500.  Allstate Insurance Company will make the funds available for this award. Tauffaui shared the draft of a letter that will be mailed to students in the Chicago area.  The draft letter contained the applicant qualifications and explains the application process.  Mary Beth Zlock inquired about the qualifications for the applicant.  Mary Beth explained that the scholarship committee has similar qualifications.  The Chapter wants to ensure that two scholarships would not go to the same individual.  Tauffaui explained her timeline for processing the applicants and Mary Beth shared what the Scholarship Committee did.  Gina asked if Tauffaui and Mary Beth could work together to coordinate the scholarship process.  Tauffaui and Mary Beth agreed to work on the project so that there is consistency and similar time lines for the application process.  Draft scholarship letters from both committees will be shared with each other prior to sending to students.

B. Alumni Admissions

Carmen Gerdes reported that the University provided annual training to the volunteers for the alumni admission program.  There was a slight increase in the number of new volunteers.  We participated in eight college fairs this fall. The number of volunteers for the program is approximately 20-25 alumni and this includes individuals from the south suburbs.  In the next few months, the volunteers will be contacting prospective students by phone.  More of the correspondence with the University and contact with the prospective students are being done electronically. 

C. Communications

Gina reported for Chris Spallino on the status of the Chapter’s newsletter.  The University paid for the mass mailing of the September newsletter. The newsletter went to recent graduates and alumni in the greater Chicago area.  The Chapter will try to get out an electronic newsletter quarterly to all current members of the Chapter.  Ken Sherman has been rebuilding the Chapter’s membership database.  Items still need updating and Ken continues to refine the Chapter’s membership database.  Once the database is current, the Chapter will be able to generate resource lists and addresses.  The Chapter has contacted the University about using the server at University Park for to host the Chapter’s website.  The Chapter hopes in the future that our website will enhance the Chapter ability to do more things electronically.


D.  Membership

Ken Sherman provided an update on the Chapter’s membership database.  Once the database is current and names are checked with all previous lists, a hardcopy will be provided.  The information in the database will enable the Chapter to do mailings, track membership fees, provide interest lists, and address information of the members.  Dave Hart, John Wenaas, Phil Gresh and Gina Razum have had a number of people contact them about membership and some have included their dues along with payment for other Chapter events.  Ken stated he would work with Kari O’Brien, who will be the Chair of the Membership Committee.  Gina asked that all the Board Members make sure they are current with their dues.  Ken suggested memberships have to be tracked so that the Chapter can notify individuals when fees are due.  The Chapter may want to look into the possibility of having members register on-line.  However, the payment will still be a check mailed to the Chapter at a designated address.  Tauffaui inquired if the Chapter’s website could be a little more interactive, thus enabling individuals to register and find out about upcoming events. Phil Gresh asked how other large Alumni Chapters handle registration.  He mentioned that someone should contact the D.C. Alumni Chapter and see how they handle membership. During the meeting Sally Anderson was able to contact an individual from the Washington D.C. Chapter.  The D.C. Chapter had interested individuals print a form from their website and mail in the payment.  A method is needed to monitor the status of memberships.  The Membership Chair needs to develop some identifier, such as on a mailing label so that the recipient knows that his/her membership is about to expire.   Gina asked that Ken and Kari get together and work on the membership.  Gina asked them to develop a membership form and ideas on how the Chapter could track memberships. 

E.  Scholarship 

Mary Beth Zlock reported that she is working with John Wenaas and they have had a long dialogue with the University on the amount of money in the endowment available for Chapter’s scholarships.  It appears that the Chapter has $2,392 available because it was not spent in 2001-2002.  Charlie Carter made a motion and Mary Beth seconded to have the money returned to the endowment fund.  The motion passed.  The Chapter receives a report from the University on the amount in the endowment fund, which must be reconciled with Chapter records.  Mary Beth provided an update on the process for the Chapter’s scholarships.  She asked if any Board Member would be interested in reviewing the essays written by the students; please let her know.  The essays are reviewed in March and the Scholarship Committee determines the recipients by April. 

F.  Service 

Jill Siegel reported on the Chapter’s participation in the American Heart Association walk-a-thon.  It was difficult to get Chapter members to do the walk on a Friday afternoon in the city.   The Chapter’s next service activity will be to participate in “Step Up for Kids”.  This event will be held on Sunday, February 2, 2003, at the Aon Center in downtown Chicago.   The event is hosted by K.I.D.S.S. (Kindness is Doing Something Special) for Kids, a nonprofit, volunteer organization committed to raising funds for Children’s Memorial Hospital.  More information will be in the Chapter’s newsletter and on the Chapter’s website.

G.  Social

Sally Anderson reported that she has found two individuals that have expressed an interest in being co-chairs for the social committee.  This would enable both individuals to plan events and to assist the other person in coordinating an event.  Both individuals will have the opportunity to work together and see how the Chapter events work.  The Board agreed that the co-chairs would enable more individuals to get involve with Chapter activities. Sally will offer the individuals the position as co-chairs of the Social Committee.  

The viewing of PSU football games continues to be a great success at Joe’s Sports bar.  The Board thought that the Chapter should give some type of gift, possibly a ball cap, to thank the owner for his hospitality.  Sally will talk to the owner and see how generous our alumni were to the waitresses.

The PSU Happy Hour continues at Stocks & Blondes.  Happy Hour is the last Wednesday of each month.  In the New Year, the Chapter is looking at having a night out at a Chicago Bulls game, Chicago Blackhawk game, and visiting Second City for a show.  The Big Ten Schools are involved with Blood Challenge 2002, a Blood Drive.  Individuals can stop at any Life Source Blood Donation Centers in the Chicago land area during the month of November. 

Boards Members need to share information about the Chapter events and the benefits of being a member.  Those benefits would include discount on social events and preference to members on sporting events. 

H. Sports

Gina Razum reported for Dave Hart.  Gina provided a copy of Dave’s report on the bus trip to the P.S.U. vs. Wisconsin football game.  The football bus trip was a profitable venture.  Also, along with the payment for football bus trip, Dave received a number of dues payments from individuals who attended the bus trip. This information was given to Kari O’Brien to include in the Chapter’s membership database.  Greg Arnold mentioned that the Chapter should plan something this spring for when the P.S.U. baseball team plays Northwestern. 

5.  Treasurer’s Report

Phil Gresh reported for John Wenaas and provided a copy of the Treasurer’s Report for the Board members.  The report was reviewed with everyone.  The Chapter’s Balance Sheet as of November 2, 2002 was shared.   Phil provided a report on P.S.U. Greater Chicago Chapters Scholarship Raffle.   Phil explained the breakdown of the past four raffles and the cost involve with operating the raffle and the revenue generated for the Chapter’s scholarship fund.  The net income generated for the past raffle was less than that the previous raffle, but the Chapter made a net income over $2,000.  Phil inquired about what team would entice more people to buy raffle tickets, a conference or non-conference football team.  Phil mentioned that Notre Dame would be back on Penn State’s football schedule later in the decade and a raffle for that game has always produced an interest.   Phil followed up on John Wenaas’ question about the wording on the commemorative brick for Beaver Stadium.  The wording for the brick will be on three lines and have no more than 14 characters.  The following words would be inscribed.




Go Lions!




Greater Chicago 




Chapter Alumni

Mary Beth Zlock made a motion and Carmen Gerdes seconded that the Board accepted the above wording for the brick.  The motion passed.
6.   New Business

A. Open Board Positions

Gina Razum asked for the Board members to officially vote in the following members:

Membership Chairperson – Kari O’Brien




Member at Large – Erika Dusen




Member at Large – Ron Kochman




Member at Large – Kristen Richards

The Board unanimously approved the four individuals. on the Board. 

B. Scheduling Meetings

Gina Razum shared proposed dates for future meetings.  The dates and time were open for discussion.  The proposed dates of January 11, March 8, May 10, July 12, September 20, and November 15 were agreed upon. The next meeting will be held on Saturday January 11, 2003, 10:00am – 12:00pm at the Lowell School in Wheaton, Ill.   The address of the school is 312 S. President.  

C. Other

Dennis McLaughlin mention that with the large gathering of alums at Joe’s Sports Bar to watch the PSU football games, this would be a good opportunity for the Chapter to have a 50/50 Spilt the pot raffle to support the Chapter’s scholarship fund.  All the Board Members were in favor of the raffle to help the Chapter’s scholarship fund.  Dennis would do a split the pot raffle at a football game and see what the outcome was.

Ken Sherman mentioned that a mailing cost of $50 was incurred for the student directory.  Charlie Carter made a motion and Jill Siegel seconded that the Chapter would reimburse him for the cost.  The motion passed.
The Chapter will look into the idea of refrigerator magnets or business cards to promote the Chapter.  The Chapter needs to do something now to advertise their events.  Updating the website will be the goal but that may take some time. Business cards could be distributed during any Chapter activity.  Ken Sherman stated that he would draft a card with a PSU logo and share it with Charlie Carter.  The business card would be something quick and easy to accomplish.  The only concern is to find a quality color printer to print the card stock.   

7.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis McLaughlin

Secretary
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