PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter Board
ITW-HiCone in Itasca, IL.
December 15, 2001
1.  Welcome and Introduction
The meeting of the PSUAA Greater Chicago Chapter was called to order by Charlie Carter, President, at 9:30am.  Those present were:

Gina Razum, Vice President

Dennis McLaughlin, Secretary

Jill Siegel, Alumni Admissions

Sally Anderson, Community Service / Social

Dave Hart, Sports

Ken Sherman, Parent-Student Interaction

Chris Spallino, Communications

Raj Gopalaswamy, Webmaster

Phil Gresh, Member at Large, arrived at 10:00am after the item on chapter clothing was completed.

Charlie Carter welcomed everyone and the agenda was shared with all.

2. Approval of Minutes
Sally Anderson moved and Dave Hart seconded that the minutes from the October 13, 2001 board meeting be approved.  The motion passed.  The minutes will be listed on the Chapter’s website. 

3.  Old Business
PSU Clothing for Chapter

Gina Razum provided an update on Chapter logo clothing.  An individual has been contacted about designing a logo.  She suggested to the graphic designer about developing a couple of designs, possibly three.  Three different designs would cost approximately $300.  This logo will be used as the chapter letter head on all stationary and also on the Chapter’s newsletter.  She informed the Board that the individual is willing to work with us. Gina would contact the graphic designer about getting a quote for a single design and how the final art work would be prepared.  Suggestions were made by different Board members on including the Chicago skyline in the design with the Penn State Shield or the crest from the University.  In some way, the identity of the Chapter would have to be easily recognized.  This could be done by script or having a Chicago landmark in the background. Whatever design is done for the Chapter logo, the Chapter has to be aware of any potential infringement on copyright material.  Ken had a copy of a pamphlet titled  “One Step Ahead of the Logo Police.”  The pamphlet was given to Gina.  Charlie recommended that those present decided on wether to have the Chapter design its own logo or go with the PSU and the Alumni Association logo with Chicago Chapter added in script underneath.  The Board voted on the design concept for the Chapter log.  The result was a tie.  The President broke the tie by casting his vote in favor of the PSU and the Alumni Association logo.  However, Charlie did mention that the Board would be willing to review something submitted by any member of the local chapter.  
Agreed
The Chicago Chapter will go ahead with developing a logo in conjunction with Alumni Association and the University.

4.  Board Membership 

A.  Communications

Chris Spallino, has express interest in filling the position of Chair, Communication Committee.  Dave Hart moved and Sally Anderson seconded the approval of Chris Spallino as chair.  All were in favor.  The motion passed. 

B. Parent-Student Interaction 

Ken Sherman, has express interest in filling the position of Chair, Parent-Student Interaction.  Sally Anderson moved and Dave Hart seconded the approval of Ken Sherman as chair.  All were in favor.  The motion passed. 

 
C.  New Board Members  


There still remains a number of open board positions that the Chapter needs to fill.   A chair is needed for the Career Networking Committee and three additional individuals as Member-at-Large.  Gina or Charlie can be contacted about the position and past chairs activities.  As the Chapter sponsors different events, the Board members need to encourage those that have express an interest in Chapter activities to attend a Board meeting.


5.  Chapter Newsletter


The Chapter has a new chair for the Communications Committee, Chris Spallino.  He will be working on the newsletter, website, calendar of events and the hotline.  The Chapter’s telephone hotline has provided information on current Chapter activities.  The Chapter tries to keep information current on the hotline.  The hotline will be checked on a routine basis.  Sometimes responses are needed for some of the callers.  The committee will strive to get  a  newsletter out soon, so that chapter members are aware of the winter activities that are being planned.  Any Board member that has information for Chris, please e-mail it to him as soon as possible.  Chris hopes to have a quarterly newsletter.  The newsletter needs to include membership information and be formatted in a way that provides quick and accurate information about the chapter.  The University will be contacted about possible mass mailings. The University has provided mailing labels in the past. The Chapter needs to see what the criterion is for using the University mailing labels.  The Chapter will be mailing the newsletter to all Alumni in the Greater Chicago Area even if they are not current members of the Chicago Chapter.

6.  Committee Reports
A.  Alumni Admissions

Jill Siegel reported that Alumni Admission Volunteers will be conducting a  phonathon to prospective students during the winter.  College fairs will start up again in the Spring and anyone interested in volunteering, please contact Jill. 

B.  African American Alumni Organization

No report.

C.  Community Service / Social

Sally Anderson reported that the PSU Glee Club was disappointed with the Chapter’s response to the Glee Club’s request.  The Glee Club was seeking very active participation by all alumni chapters as the Glee Club conducted their Annual Spring Tour through the nation.  The Glee Club approached the University about the response received from the Chicago Chapter.  The PSU Alumni Association responded back to the Glee Club.  The Alumni Association was very supportive of our response. The PSU Glee Club was  informed that the functions of the chapters are more toward community service and outreach.  This would include mentioning, networking and more interactive programming.  Charlie informed all that this issue with the Chapter is closed. 

The  football viewing at Governor’s Pub had been positive, but toward the end of the season the turn out was lean.  A new manager at the Pub was overseeing our viewing of  the games and expressed his view that our group was not purchasing enough food and beverages.  We thought otherwise and felt in the best interest of the Chapter to terminate our relationship.  Sally is actively seeking another pub for viewing sport events and having happy hours.  A bar at Madison and Washington, Stocks & Bonds, may be a possible site.  Sally would like to talk to the owners and see what type of an arrangement can be made.

Sally has been checking into the Chicago Cares Projects.  Before volunteering for Chicago Cares, those individuals interested need to participate in a one hour training program.  This group provides reading programs, food banks and other special neighborhood projects.  Anyone interested should contact Sally.  A target date of early Spring was set.  

Sally stated she has received information from Boys and Girls Club, American Youth Corp., and Alumni for Public Schools. The American Youth Corp. has students who would work with us on an event.  Some of the organizations require a longer commitment.   Phil mentioned that it would be best if our resources would support an event.  If the Chapter focuses on larger events, we will be able to get a good turn out of members.  The Chapter needs to find an organization that would be a good fit.  

Sally mentioned a number of events being planned for the upcoming year.  Events, dates and times will be in our newsletter and on our website.  Sally had tentatively planned the following activities:

January 17, dining out in Greek Town, Greek Isle Restaurant 

January 25 & 26, ski trip to Pine Valley

January 30, Happy Hour 

February 2, Second City ETC

February 23, Golden State Warriors vs. Chicago Bulls

February 27, Happy Hour

March 7, New York Rangers vs. Chicago Blackhawks

March 10, Blue Man Group

She is also looking into the Chapter sponsoring another Wine and Cheese Party.  Cost of tickets will be handle as group sales.  The price of tickets to individuals will consider those who are members and those who are nonmembers of the Chapter.  Sally will be working with Communication Chair and Webmaster to ensure that upcoming events are well publicized. 

D. Communication 

Chris Spallino explained what he would be doing as the new chair of the committee.  He will be working with Raj and updating the Website.  He will follow up on the contact made with the University about the server access and see if this can be useful or not.  Once the Chapter’s data base is rebuilt, e-mail addresses of members will be use to notify chapter members of upcoming activities.

E.  Memberships

No report.  

F. Parent Student Interaction  

Ken Sherman explained how a student directory would be developed. He plans to contact the University to inquire about any guidelines or more specifically any rules or regulations on publishing a directory.  The information will be compiled in electronic format for use.  Prior to any final product, the students attending the University would be contacted and we would explain the Chapter’s intentions.  

E.  Scholarship

No report.

F.  Sports Programming

Dave Hart reported that all tickets for the Northwestern and Illinois football games were sold.  The Chapter rented only one bus for the Illinois game.  The two football outings were a success.  An itemized report of the Chapter’s 2001 Penn State Football Programs was provided by Dave.

G.  Treasures Report

No report.

7.  New Business
The Board decided that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, February 2, 2002.  The site and time of the meeting will be determined.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis McLaughlin

Secretary
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